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The Super Bowl champion wide receiver for the New England Patriots shares his inspiring story of

an underdog kid who was always doubted to becoming one of the most reliable and inspiring

players in the NFL. When the Patriots were down 28-3 in Super Bowl LI, there was at least one

player who refused to believe they would lose: Julian Edelman. And he said so. It wasn't only

because of his belief in his teammates, led by the master of the comeback, his friend and

quarterback Tom Brady-or the coaching staff run by the legendary Bill Belichick. It was also

because he had been counted out in most of his life and career, and he had proved them all wrong.

Whether it was in Pop Warner football, where his Redwood City, California, team won a national

championship; in high school where he went from a 4'10", 95-pound freshman running back to

quarterback for an undefeated Woodside High team; or college, where he rewrote records at Kent

State as a dual-threat quarterback, Edelman far exceeded everyone's expectations. Everyone's

expectations, that is, except his own and those of his father, who took extreme and unorthodox

measures to drive Edelman to quiet the doubters with ferocious competitiveness. When he was

drafted by the Patriots in the seventh round, the 5'10" college quarterback was asked to field punts

and play wide receiver, though he'd never done either. But gradually, under the tutelage of a

demanding coaching staff and countless hours of off-season training with Tom Brady, he became

one of the NFL's most dynamic punt returners and top receivers who can deliver in the biggest

games. Relentless is the story of Edelman's rise, and the continuing dominance of the Patriot

dynasty, filled with memories of growing up with a father who was as demanding as any NFL coach,

his near-constant fight to keep his intensity and competitiveness in check in high school and

college, and his celebrated nine seasons with the Patriots. Julian shares insights into his

relationships and rivalries, and his friendships with teammates such as Tom Brady, Wes Welker,

Matt Slater, and Randy Moss. Finally, he reveals the story behind "the catch" and life on the inside

of a team for the ages. Inspiring, honest, and unapologetic, Relentless proves that the heart of a

champion can never be measured.
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"'Relentless' is the best adjective to describe Julian. That is who he is. He is going to be a great

football player and he will not be denied. That is the reason that he has accomplished what he has

accomplished. He does what others ask of him then goes above and beyond."â€•Matt Slater, Pro

Bowl special teamer for the New England Patriots"Julian has told me one of the reasons he's had

success is the way his parents have always been there for him. Being firm and having expectations,

but doing it with love and making him understand the hard work that goes along with becoming

successful. If you're privileged to have a parent or a mentor guiding you to have great love and

respect, I think it gets you through the hard times and helps motivate you to greater things. Julian is

a testament to that."â€•Robert Kraft, owner of the New England Patriots and the New England

Revolution

Julian Edelman has been a New England Patriots wide receiver since 2009, playing in three Super

Bowls, scoring the game-winning touchdown in Super Bowl XLIX and making one of the most

memorable catches in NFL history in Super Bowl LI. Edelman is also one of the most productive

punt returners in NFL history. A native of Redwood City, California, Edelman now lives in downtown

Boston.Tom E. Curran is a Boston journalist who has covered the New England Patriots since 1997

while working for the MetroWest Daily News, the Providence Journal, and NBC Sports. He is

currently cohost of CSN New England's Boston Sports Tonight and the award-winning football show

Quick Slants and appears frequently on Boston's WEEI, NBC's Pro Football Talk Live, the NFL

Network, and the Dan Patrick Show. He lives in Lakeville, Massachusetts, with his wife Erica and

three sons.
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